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rTLATT^^ vtt.

"*"'*| FOT*N.» aiy ucw posl¬
tlou much more to my
tasu UfttB the one I
lniU In'.u scrvlns ln. 1
ba 1 complst* coiumaiid
of ;iil th* silver nn.l
TattnililsTS of tbe bouac.

and lt was a aatisfactiou to look at all
this wealtu even tbougb I had no right
ln any of lt. The curlous circumstauce
that I should ever be placed as a guard
over bo much treasure amuaed me and
lnduccd speculations iu my mind about
the uuccrtuiuties and inconsistencles
of life. A man of my professlon muat
of necessity be something of a philos
opher. How else could he accept the
continual risk of capture and convic-
tiou and silence all qualms of fear and
conscietice when eugaged on dellcate
and dangerous joba? There are ups
and downa iu every life, I suppose, but
none more so than in that of the pro-
fcesJonal burglar.
The second day of my lnstnllntion as

butler ln tbe house was mnrked by an

lnteresting evenfc Dr. Squlres and
Miss Stetsou both appeared at lunch.
This meeting was not premedltated

by my master. It was apparently
purely accldeutnL
About noon the two vlsltors appeared

at the house on horseback. My mas¬
ter did not see them at first. He was

smoking in his dresslug room when
the clntterof horses' hoofs on the hard,
gravelly drive attracted his attention. I
was passing through the room at the
tlme, removlng the remnants of a late
breakfusL
"Who'a that eoming. William?4* be

asked.
I wns near the window aud, looking

OUt, replied:
"Miss Stetson. sir, nnd I think the

num they call Dr. Squlres. l've never
met him, but from what John said I
judge lt ls".
A audden exclamatlon from my mas¬

ter Interrupted me. nnd I turned in
tlme to see hia face deathly pale He
recovered himself lmmediately, how¬
ever.
"Dr. Squlres and Misa Stetsou. you

aayr*
"Yes. sir."
Then with adniiruble compoaure and

With grvnt taet bc said:
-Oh. \es; I tmtamti ta tell you. \Vil-

liam. that they were eoming here tn
lunch today. Have a good lunch for
them at 2."
Then he hurriedly e*B*sag«af] hia eont

aud apiM'tircd in the cotirtyanl iu time
to greet the gucsts. Through the open
doors I could hear their voieea.
* "How mO you do. Charles? Ready
for early \isitors? 1 didn't believe you
were u;» yet J"

It was tbe loud. gruff voice of tbe
tloctcr. Then a femlniue voice said
niKilogetlcally. I thought:
"Good morning. Charles! I was out

ridlng this morniug with my man, and
we met I»r. S.iiiires. Ilc insi.xted that
we should come around here. So 1
con.sonted provided be wouhl promise
to make you *;o off for a ride with us."
"Yes. that was tbe agreement, and to

make my word good you must get
ready aml go."
"Well. I h.idn't thought of going out

thia morning. but I will ncconipuny
you if you will both ngrce to oomo
back here aud take lunch."
That's the man of buslneaa,**

laugin u the do.-tor. "He exacts a fee
for everything be gives. Iie won't even
ride with us, Misa llelle, unless we
swear to return and lunch with him.
Well, as for uiy part 1 agree to it, for
Charles always tempts me with hia
good lunches."

I could not hear the replles aa they
moved into tho parlor, but I knew
enough to con\ince me that my master
waa very seusitlve a'bout his jealousy
of the doctor, aud that not eren to me
would he admit it.
A few minutes later 1 saw them

going off together, Miss Stetson ridlng
a flne roau, with the doctor mouuted

"Goo4 morning, Charles."
caa a flery, coal black ateed on ber right
*_ufl in y maater on her lst't with his
lirra- white A-rabian mare. It waa a
spoctacular algttt to watcb them, koow-
_qg aa I did aomething sf tkeir lives. I
wondered which abe would aelect ln
tbe end.tbe black or tbe.white?
Promptly at 2 they returned. a lrttle

fatlgued by tbo ride, but Jovla. aod ln
<_Ccollent apirtta.
Wben tbe doctor came Into ths dining

rootn. I scrutinlzsd him carafully. Ile
8tt\<- BM no partlcular netlcs, snd tbia
lett me to myas. to exsmins him. My
d}st.-i:;t view tturougk the fleldgku-sea
had besa prstty eorrect, bnt on closer
acai.iinution hs revealed ths most dis*
ttoct featuree ot his faes. bia coal
t-larak. brllllant and rsstless eyes. These
eyes never Isughed, sot sran when be
wfts convulsed with merriment. They
were always cold, petvetratlng and. ss I
tbought, sardoi-ic.' Thsy seemsd to
repel and fasdnsts at ones. They eaa-
11/ domlnsted e-rery4blng that came
under tbelr sway.__»

TTe was talkatTve aud llvely to a de- J
gree. formlng the llf- of the party. but
the eyes that ao attraeted seldom took
notice of me. An uneontrollable desire
to have them centered on uie for an ln¬
atant to futbom their menuln^ scizcd
me. To aceonipllsb tb,!s I spilled aome
of the salad drcssiug ou his coat sleeve.
Ue turned a wratbful look at me, and
I bad one long, steady gaze Into those
eyea So inteut waa I that I forgot to
be confuscd at my miabap. The luci-
dent occupied only a miuute, but ln
that short space I had read the char¬
acter of the man.
**Wbat sort of scrvants do you have

here, Charles?" he broke out savagely
when the dressing ttltered down from
his coat sleeve to the floor.
My master looked aunoyed and qulck-

ly apologized
"He is a new man, doctor, and you

must overlook this accident."
The eonversation flowed on freely

after that, and the miabap waa soon
forgotten.
Whea the wlne and clgars were

brought, they retired to an open bal-
cony Just off the dining room. Through
the open window I could still bear
their talk. Most of it was of little
consequence to me, but finally the
worda of the doctor made me priek up
my ears.

"By the way, Charles, you spoke of a
friend of yours having a couple of
Dane hounda for sale. Can I aecure
them for a nominal price?"
"Yes, I can get them and make you

a present of them. But why do you
want two more? You have two of the
finest Danes I ever saw."
"No, I haven't any."
"Haven't auy?" ejaculated both my

master ind Miss Stetson.
"No; they are both dead," replied the

doetor slowly.
"Why. how Ia that? What killed

them?"
"They simply died. My man over-

fed them, 1 Imagtne. and they both
died yesterday of couvulaiona."
"How Ktrnn^c!'"
"No. not strange at all. 1 told my

man that he would kill them if he fed
them too freely while they got no ex-
erclse."
"You don't think be poisoned them7* {

asked Miss Stetson.
"No. eertniuly not. I nttendcd them

when they were sick nnd cut open their
bodie.s afforward. There was no sign
»f polson in thHr stomnchs."
Then B* made arrungeinents wltb my

master to Bocure the two houuds from
his frienil.

I did not llsten to the desoriptlons of
the new lioun.ls or to the terms of the
agreement. My mind wns more con-
cormV. I'Uiut the doctor's reuson for
coiie.alhig the attempted robbery of
his house. Why did be Iie almut the
death of the two Danes nnd why did
he not report the facts of the case to
the police? These were questions that ,
I could not dismiss from my mind. al- |
though I tric.l to be couviuced that it
waa natural for such a man aa Dr.

Rqulrea to hush up nnytbiug like a aen-
eatlon. lt would only attract people
to hla workahop, which he wanted to i
keep quiet aod exclusive.

CnAFTEB VIII.

"^HE vislta of Dr. Squlres
at my master'a house
were not aa frequcnt
as I could wish for my
purpose, but thia did
not by any means ar-

gue that they did not
meet often. On the contrary, I found
that Mr. Goddard had almost daily
cieetlngs with the doctor ln his office
and that the latter waa aubjecting him
to a course of treatment for the mys-
terious dlaeaae that hnd been lnhciited
from past generatlons. Curloslty to
know what thia eomplalnt was and
what Dr. Squlres was prescrlblng for
ita cure possessed me, and (like my
other flta of lnqulsltlvenesa) I deter-
miued to satiafy lt upon tho flrst pos-
sible occasion.
About a week after the occurrenee

Just related I waa called into my mas¬
ter'a room. He had not yet riaen from
hla bed, and I knew by the pallor of
hia fa'eo that he was not aa well aa
usual.
"William, I want you to tako a note

f*r me around to Dr. Squlres. I can¬
not keep my appolntment with him
thia morning.**
"Ye*, sir," I said, waltlng for bim to

glye me further instructiona.
He closed his eyes for a moment aa

lf wlncing from aome secret pain.
"I do not feel like writlng," he aald

a momant later. "You can take a ver¬
bal message, William, can't you?"
. "C*rtaiuly. I will r*p*et it word for
word."
"Well, X bellere you are to be trust¬

ed. I have taken a great fancy to you.
My othar man I never folt that I could
trust, nnd, lf he bad beon honest, be
waa alwaya ao atupld thnt be would
gat evaryt-dng mlzed ap. But I think
you ara gifCed witb more than ordl-
nary Intelligenee.**

I aimply bowed my-head and made
no commeaL
*_nd aa modest aa lntelllgent,** he

added, with a falnt algn of a amile.
**Soma day maybe you can belp ma in
a hlgbcr way tban a* preaeut.**
"I abould bo dellghted to do anythlng

for you, air," I aoawered alnoerely.
"You will flnd me falthful enougb to
trust with anythlng.secrets or aay-
thing.**
He looked long and rrtqulsltlvely at

me and then aaid, with the most in>
perturbable amlls on his face:
"Do you know tbat I aometlmes

fancy Tve aeen your face aomewbere
before.that la, before yoa cejne Into
n_y employment." *

I knew that this was a teat questlon,
and I answered lt accordlngly:

I "Probabli. We often meet Sacea by
Sppaa.aaspaa^BSa^aa^.^MM¦¦pMMBBBBBB^

chance ln the world and fenret them
until reinltided of them by soots later
lncldent,"
"Yes. true. You're qults s phfloeo-

pher. too. Wf.tiam."
"Enongb ro aceept life aa tt comss

without s demtir." I answered.
"Well. that la more tban I can do

sometlmes. But to return to business.
Tou know.that 1 bave appolntments
with Dr. Squlres nearly every day.
Well. thia ia one of the inornlngs, and
I do not feel energettc enougb to keep
lt. Go and tell bim tbat 1 cannot come
before tomorrow. If he senda any au-
swer back. remember R and tell me.
Toat's alL"
He dropped hts bead back upon tbe

ptllowe snd ciosed bis eyes. I witb
drew oa quietly aa I could.

I took one of tbe boraes from the sta-
ble which John aaid needed exerclse.
aod 1 cantered slowly down tbe road
toward tbe doctor's bouse. Aa I ap-
proacbed lt I looked with intereat at
various objecta that had becoms ludel
Ihiy irupressed upon my memory from
the experlence of tbat eventful nlgbt
when 1 attempted to enter tbe bouse.
I had by no means given up all Idea of
explorlng tbe Interior of the baunted
houae. but waa merely postponing the
second trlal for a more opportune tlme.
Mesnwhile everythlng about the prem-
lses aasumed some special importance
to me.

I wlsbed very mucb to see the inte¬
rior .. the house ln the day tlme, and
I determlned to force an entrance at
all bazards In dellverlng my message
to tbe doctor. I feared the doctor
would come outside on the piazza or
that his aervaot might inaist upon tak¬
ing the message ln to tbe doctor. To
avoid thia, if posslble, I stopped aome
distance from the place, hitched my
horse to a tree aud approached tbe
houae on foot, keeplng well ln the
shadow of treea and Bhrubberies to
prevent anybody seeing me.

I succeeded ao well in tbls ruse that
X reached tbe piazza without being dls¬
covered. Tha bell. which 1 rang. ech-
oed tbrougbout tbe gloomy Interior of
the houae so dlscordantly that lt made
ons think of gbosta and departed aplr-
Its. I seemed to hear tbe acurry of
footeteps, aa if tbe bell had glven the
alarm to lnnumerable rata and mlce.
but a moment later I waa aatiafled
that the noise waa made by human
feet
The doctor's servant.a dark. dried

up apcclmen of a mummy from India.
gilded toward the door, making tbe
scutning oolse with bia aandals. Tbe
tnan's eyes vrero small and beadllke,
and his arma and fingers were long and
bouy, but they wero nevertheless
strong and actlve. Ile shuflled to¬
ward the door with an anxious look
on hia face. He waa evidently .dls-
turbed by the thought that somebody
had approached tbe bouse without at-
tracting bia attention.
Ho refused to open the door more

than a foot aud stood there uinkiug a
euttural aouud as if trylug to ask my
errand.

"1 have a meaaage for Dr. 8qulres,"
I aaid.
Ho atuck out a long. bony band aa lf

to take the letter which ho supposed I
had. At least bo could bear and was
funiiliar with tbe English luuguags. 1
also believe that he could speak aud
that bis dutulmesa was merely pretcmi-
ed. But there is no way to make a
man speak lf he doesn't want to, or at
lc:ist not under ordinary circumstancos,
ln a civilized country.

» "It ls not a letter," I added as be
Lckl out his hand for some time. "1
have a message to dollver.a verbal
message."

* Ue sbook his bead and wltbdrew bis
hand.

. "I.a-t me in, aud tell the doctor I
want to see hlm."

, Again be sbook bis bead and made
an iuartlculate guttural sound.

| I was getting impatient ut tho delay
and tbe man's stubbornness. Placing
B foot ln tbe crack of tbe door, I held
lt ao that be could not alam lt ln my
face.
"I tell you I have a message from

Mr. Goddard, and I must see the doc¬
tor," I sald ln declded tones. "Will
you let me in or muat l force myself
mr

I could see that the man w_a ln a

quandary. Ue wanted me to stand
outside while be went and told the
floctor, but I bad no intention of re-
tlring. He niotioned for me to remove
my foot, but I answered hlm blandly:L "Not until I aee Dr. Squlres. Yon
mny aa well go first aa Last and tell
hlm that Mr. Goddard has sent a mea-
aenger to see hlm."
Gradually the wrathful. beady eyes

sbifted from me to a seat ln the halL
He waa evidently deilberatlug upon
tbe best atep to take, aud I could see
the line of hia reasonlug.L "I.et me stand in the ball until you
go nnd call bim," I sald, "or I will take
tbat seat there and wait."
Thla tlme my proposltlon waa ac-

cepted. Tbe man sbook hia bend af-
firmatlvely, polnted to tbe chair aud
then cautlously opened the door. I
atepped in and made a move to take
the seat, but I bad no intention of 6tay-
lng ln the hall after once gainlng nn
entrance. When the man turned his
back upon me, I quietly followed hlm
to tho doctor's offlce. He made some
signs to sonuabody ln the room, and I
heard the gruff worda of the doctor
ask:
"Who Is it that Charles haa sent?"
I ateppad lo the doorway and replied:
"I'm hi* Jmtler. but this copper col¬

ored servant of yours refused to ad-
mlt me. i had to force myself ln.**
The servant atarted around as lf to

dutoh me by th* throat, and th* doc¬
tor smothered an exckamatlon that
sounded very much 11k* an oath.
*4What busluesB have yon to force

yourself into anybody'a houseT h* de»
manded ln a rough voiee

H "None whatever except that I had a
message for yon, and thls Indian
wouldn't let me ln,** I answered qulck-

**WeII, It's his business te keep stran-
fcerB oot. Those are my Instructiens."

*"Bben he was right, and I waa
wrong," I said, "and lf that'a tbe case
IT1 wlthdrtw/*

I turned my back on the two and
ejtarted for tho door, bnt th* worda of
the doctor called me back. He had
perfectly recovered himself and real-
ired that ba was making toe much
fuss with s servant over a trivial niat-

ter.
"Coo_e* come. don't get ha_v." b*v

sald plessantly. "Your sudden entrstu-v
snnoyed ma. that'a all. What la tbe
mesaage that your maater aendsr"
He looked at me through a pair of

eyeglaases. bis dark. searching oysa
taking ln every part of uie. and for
the flrst tlme ln my Life 1 felt unoe_>
fortable under close scrutiny.
"Let me aee. Tou sre tbe man wbo

spllled the salad dreselng over me,
aren't you 7"
Ue laugbed beartily, aa tf tho lncl¬

dent amused hlm.
"Well. well. this Is ths second tlme

you bave given me offenee," he added

"What hnsines* have you to fome vos*"-self Into anybody'e houocf"
ffnally. "_ook out for the thtrd time.
I might not let you off ao easlly."

I made the dellvery of tbe ni.-s.suge
ns long as posslble. for while be waa
studylng me to no particular purpoae I
was crltically examlning overytking
for a definlte end.
When I finally left, I had a pretty

clear impression of most of the articles
ln tbe room. It was decorated and
furnished in true oriental style. Sklns
aud rugs were acattered over the floor:
teakwood cablnets and desks, loaded
down with miniature elephants of the
aame wood, were standing in corners
and in the mlddle of the offlce; aandal
wood ornaaieuts, peacock feathers
made into cxquisite fans, Bagdnd cur-
tains and couchos, Benares br0117.es
and spcara and sblelds were plaeed in
various nooks and cortiera to pive the
effect of an easteru scene. A red glow
from a Iniup suspencle<l from the cen
ter of the ceiling must have added
greatly to the prettioess of tne room
at nlj-bttime.

'"jJut in the mldst of the oriental furni¬
ture and bric-a-brae were many niod-
ern artlclea, which gnve an lneongru-
ous effect to tbe room. C.rinniug skulls
stood nlongside of disenloir.bcsl Egyp-
tlan inuu.iuies; u stcth«.scnpe wns lyiug
next to a spcar bead thut must huve
Wvw wlelded by some Indian prince
of loug ago; medical boofcl and iniplo-
ments were pll»*d proinisctiously apoa
haiul <*arvod tabourets of wotidcrful
workmnnship. ln shon. tho room w.is

a t.\pie.il oriental fvene, overlald and
topped by tbe neoessury urticles of a
moilern pra.-ticing physicSan.
Tbe whoie effect \\as intetvstlng

from one point of view, lmt for DM
there was little tbat 1 eared about. I
ronhl dis.'ovty nothing tliat would give
me a olew to- the doctor'a urystorloiis
work. rurtbermore, 1 could not under
stand why so much care should l>e «\

orcisod ln kecping Intruders out or

Why tbe servant was so insistent tbat
1 should not enter his muster's ofBca.
But my fallure ti> tnake nny diseowry
intensiti.*d rather than lessenetl my de¬
sire to fatboin the mystery which Dr.
Squires bad chosen to surround hliu-
iself with. and as 1 rode hoiucward my
mind was busy planning some way of
circumventiug bim uud bis oriental
slavu.

CHAPTBB IX.
E£E iudisposltron of Mr.
Goddard was of short
duratlon but tbe at-
tacks became more

frequent after my
first vislt to Dr.
Squlres, aud 1 was

ocoaslonally called upou to carry notes
for bim wbich announced tbe breakiug
of engagemeuts. There waa nothing
serlous ubout bis complaint except that
be appeared weak aud lunguld and un-

able or unwilling to attend to his so¬
eial duties. Ho would spend the day
at such times restlng on tbe bed or
couch either smoklng gloomily or dos-
lng his eyes In a moody, dejected man¬
ner. He would llo ln this way for
hours without movlng a muscle, but
be was not asleep. Tbe allghtest noise
would arouse bim. He would merely
open his eyea aud ask, "Wbat's tbe
matter, William?" Tben without even

waitlng for my reply he would close
tbem wearily and relapse luto hia for¬
mer Languld conditlon.
By this tlme I was conslderably at-

tacbed to him, and lt gave me as much
anxlety as a relative to see him slowly
going into a dccline. The dread of tbe
Inherited disease lntensified my feel-
ings for the ruau. I had no faltb ln
Dr. Squlres, but I conld offer no good
substltute.
Left to myself a great deal, I took

to reading the booka wbich I found in
Mr. Goddard's study. Many of thes*
wero medical treatises. Evidently the
man bad tried to make a study of his
complaint and had coileeted all the lit-
eratare posslble upon tbe aubject.
These books were handsomely bound
and coplously illuatrated, but they
were too technlcal for my limited un~

derstnnding. Neverthelesa I frequent-
ly found myself turnlng over their
leavee and aimlessly reading para-
graphs here and there,
Oue day I waa engaged ln thia Mle

amusement when I happened to open
the book at a chaptor headed, "Poison*
and Their Adniiniatration." I had not
read many lines before I suddenly
closed the book with a bang. An idea
had occurred to r*e tkat falaty aUrtled
me. I waa lnstaatly posltlv* that 1
had at last a oiew to the alcknea* of
my master and poaslbly the neaaon for
Dr. Squlres' mystery.
The doctor waa aiowly potnoulng Mr.

Goddard while pretending to nelp him
to ward off an inherited dlscnse,,
This accounted for the pecu*aB*r lan-

/guid eondition of my master a4"4**«rtain

tnterva'a. After every doee of the ln
BldiouB poisou be was made weak and
llstleas. Bacb attack helped to breek
down hia uaturally ruggeo' eouatltu
tion. It was merely a question ot* time
before be would Bu<x~umb to the poisou
lnstead of to nuy uiythl«al disease.
Cocfronted by thia thought. I waa

uncer.alu for a tlui* Just wbat to do
My flrat injpule* waa to ro to my nuia
ter aud tell bim my suKplc'ona so be
could be placed ou hi* guard. but aa
uiy lifw baa uever b*«n gul.V d by un
pulso I aoon dismlsaed tbla from mlrd
Besldea. I had nothing but my suspl

clona to rwvual.uot a aliigle fact to
prov* anytblug. lt wua my duty to
collect facta and tbeo to confront the
doctor wltli them and hnvo bim ar-
rcated. lf he wua determined to put
my master out of tb* way and gain
th* hand and fortunw of Miss Stetson.
I was equally determined to thw.irt
bim in hlK little came. Tbe stakes
were high for bim. aud l know tssBt be
would play a eunning. skillru! hand.
but as be would suspect no dan^.r
from me 1 bad tb* ndvantage of work
ing aecretly and without much fear of
diseovery.
A professlonal burglar bns a little of

the detective spirit In him. and I soou
found myself eujoylng tbe scent with
all the keennesa of an exporienced of
flcor of the law. I had hunted detee
tives before, dogged their tracks. pea
etrsted their disguises and followed
up little elews that they left behlnd lu
their work. but all ln th* Interest of
rrlme, Now, however, I had turned
refonner and waa legitimately ptirsu-
Ing a crimiual whose evll genius .had
been directed toward the destmctlou
of one whom I had learned to like It
waa no Ordinary man that I had to
flght against. snd this guve more aeet
to my undertaking.

I discovered that my master had a
night appolntmeut with Dr. Squires
about oue* a week. These appolnt-
menta were irrcgular. Sornetim<>s they
were early In the week and, again. in
the mlddle or th* end. Evidently the
doctor told him each time when to
come again.
Upon reflectlon I was satlsfied that

there was a strange colucldence be¬
tween Uieae weekly nljrht cnlls and my
tnaater's perlodlcal attacks of languor
and sickneas. Almost every time after
he had met the doctor at night he had
been ln bed a good part of the follow¬
ing day. This convinced me that the
poisou was adminlstercd at tlie doo
tor's office and wua not tntrustcd to
his patient.
This concluslon was reached oue day

wben I was considerably dejected. I
had been working up tlie case for near¬

ly a week. and everything seemed to
point to the fact that I had made a
mistake ln my reasoning. I could dis-
cover nothing to eorrobornto my suspi
eior.s. On that very day I had man-

¦*fB*] to s.cnre the meuleines my mas¬
ter was ln the hablt of taklug. and.

..;.' theni trith me to ths city, I
l.ad them uaulyzcd by au *Xp rt ch m
ist.

1 wan so confident that prison was

ined i:i s.iiin- of tli'-rn thnt 1 was

greatly surj.rls.-d nnd perlurhed when
he told tne that they wer* composcd
of iiiirtnl. ss h.rl'8 and oils,
"Vou mean to say there ls no polaoB

ln any of ihcm?" I asked iu ast*
uionL
"None whatever." he replied.
I did not believe he umlorstood his

business and probably **a!»l as much.

j 1 took them to another chcinist and
Bftent $."> more Just to bave n con-ect

I iinnlysis made. That same cotielusion

j from thll man c<>nvhioe<l BM that l was
mistuken.

1 walked home. dojeetcd and baflh-d.
j Tlie doctor was tfto shrcw d for nie. aud

I ba had scorod the llrvt victory.
Novertbeb-ss 1 was not dlscotiraged.

I roasoned with MfaaM that the man
would not adopt ordinary meth.Hls to
poisou my master. llc was too slm-w.l
for that. Tbeu 1 thought of hypoder
mic Injeetlons, which might be admin
ist.-rod w-bile In Ida offlce,

lt was while sjK-culating m>oii tlie
possiblo inothods of giving ldin ikiIsoii
tliat I reached the concluslon that my
uiastcr's night visits to tbe doctor's ac-
countcd for everything. lt was at
these meetlngs that the harm was done.
I would bo present at the next nuvt-
ing or I would relln.iuisb all claim to
tbe iHissessiou of abilitiea of a certain
order neceesury for succves ln uiy line
of work.

_a Ba

CHAPTER X.
CT in the meantlme,
by mere accident, I
discovered the secret
of my master's fatal
lllness. It happened
ln this wlse:
One afternoon when

I was free for a few hours I strollcd
down tho road toward Dr. Squlres*
house, hablt geuorally drawing my
footsteps ln thut direction. I was in-
tcnt upon no partlcular purpose. 1 was
merely waikiug along for the change.
I frequeutly llko to get**%ff by rayself
and Iie down ln the woods or on the
green grass and think. I am a great
lover of IsBllllB The blrds and gr..~s
aud flower* alwnys appeal to me.

When alono ln the woods, I will
watch the blrds by tk* hour. finding
more eujoyment therein than in the
company of mau, or an army of busy
auts will amuse me fer half a day. 1
would not hurt one of those lnaeeta for
anything or permit thera te be" dis-
turhed in their work, and yet I have
raised my hand against my fellow
creatures, partly ln aelf defeuae, it is
true, to weund them or to take their
llves lf necessary.
On this partlcular aftSrruoon I walked

down tbe country klgbway for some

dlstanoe, and then, attracted by tbe
song of a wood thrush, I coneealed my¬
self in a thlck clump of bushea ar.d
listened. The bird eouJd not aee me,
and for a long tlme 1 lay there witb
my eyes half cioeed Usaenlng te the
sweet music of ths dainty alnger. 1
de not know hew long I semalued
there entraneed by this prlrate coneert,
but suddenly ths bird huabed Its song
and flew away. t
The noise that hsd frlghtened her

came from the hoofs of two bosses,
Which were caatering down the road
at a rap4d pace, I peered through tha
leavea of the bushea nt the riders, an-'.
lnatantly all my gentle thougbts fled
The apell of the bird wus uo longn
upon mo, All my evil, crafty nature
returned- The approachlng riders were

Dr. Squlres and MIhs stetson.
Not a tiezcu psces from me a aovall

atroam bubhled up from an under
ground spring. and tt waa qr.lte eus
tomary for riders te gt\s their l..>'-_ tf
s drlnk st thla place. A wooden trough
bad besa asuk Inro tlts kioum.1 ts ro
ca-ivw ths water an.l te form a ii. iukJn;,'
vessel for ths bosats.

I wus consequeiitly not surpriaeal
when ths two drew up tbsir h<»r*».*s j;:. t
iu frout of mv and lod tb«m to tl.c
spring. Ths doctor disiui.unti-1 sud
hold ths horaea while tbey drauk i:
the coollsg draft. Ths two bad beril
engajied iu conversation. und l frnXft ¦.

tbat sbe bad been trytug to extra et his
socrot frsm bim.

-1 do sot cousider it an honor t<>
keep your work ho aecret until J
havs roiaplcted yonr discovery." she
waa a-Tl-c "Tben ull thv WorM wiii
know it. aud there ls ia> special inter
est Is lt for tne."
"Dut I have promiaed U> tell lt to yon

before any one else Isxu-* of tt," tbe
doctor answered.
"How long before.one day or one

hour?"
There was a look of unnoyance in his

facu at ber reply.
"Any uumber of days beforeband

you wish." be answered.
"Well. then. I wish to hear tt now."

ahe replied qulckly, a brlgbt smile re
euforciiiK ber words.
"Woman Impatleiice.** he muttered.

"It has caused balf tbe trouble lu tlie
world."
"That ls unklnd. I don't Hke such

reflectlons upon my sex."
"Nothing personal was intended, Mlss

Belle. I wns merely utterlng my re¬
flectlons aloud."
"Well. plonse dou't do bo any more."
The doctor watched tbe horses drink¬

ing for a few monieuts and tlien, lean-
lug against tho saddle of his black
steed, he aaid:
"Can you keep the socret lf I dlvulge

lt to you?"
"Can I? I dont think that questlon

ls necessary."
"No. probably not But I want your

promise that you will never reveal it
to anybody," he persisted.
"Well, you have lt. I will never men-

tion lt until you give me permlsslon."
"AU right, tben. I will tell you alL

Wheu I was a young man, I went to
Inula aa a surgeon in tbe English ar¬
my. There 1 met so many lepers tbat
my attention was called partlcularly
to tbls disease. At first tbey disgusteal
and alarmed me. Their rottiug fingers
and toe joiuts, their running sorcs snd
their emueiated bodies were so Ioath-
Bome that I could hardly stay In their
presence, but lu time I got used to
them. as we do to everytbiug. I even
found myself pltylng tbem and wou-
derlng lf something eouldn't be done
to allevlate their aufferings aud even
to cure nnd stamp out the horrlble dis¬
ease. Tbls was the luginulng of a ca-
reer that, I have studiously pursued
i'vit since. I spent all my tlme ln
studying leprosy in its worst f.irins.
I dclormlncd to lind KMM rome.ly for
IL I was limited iu fuuda. l>i:t man-

igai to get aloug t>y living near them.
i could not «-xist in the same bouse
wlth'tln m. Tlie thought of It nearly
stilh-al me. Hut I a-ould live near them
and help tbem aud ln time perfect my

v ery.
"My secret Is nlready out

Belle." he added nftcr n pause. "I am

devotiug my tlme and lif«> to the dis
covery of a posilive cure for leprcsy.
tbat most dreaded of all diseasea that
ever scourged a wieked world. I am
on the right track. ln fact, l' have
obout por.octod lt, so that 1 will be
ready to uimouuce the results to the
world lu a year. There i.s only one
thing that bottmi mo. I am experi¬
ment Ing Wtth tbls ctuitinunliy."
"Exporimcnting witb whom?"
The words were so bollow and un-

oatural tbat i turned my eyes from
tbe doctor's face to that of Miss Stet¬
son. I was startled at the sight. 11. r

face wus llvld.paler tlian tbat of any
corpsc. A look of horror sbone from
her eyes.
"Whom are you experlmentlng wlth,

Dr. Squires?" she repeated ln tbe same
strange voice,
"With.why.my dear Mlss Belle,

have I dlvulKod any family secret?"
stammered tbe doctor. "Dld you not
know? I thought your father knew
tbut you knew thnt".
"Tbat Charles bad leprosy ln'hls sys-

teoj.that ho was a leper?" she sald
slowly.
"Your father knew it; his father

knew it; Cbnries knew lt when he met
me. I understood that both familiet-
inado no secret of it among them¬
selvea."
"No. I never knew what tbe dlsense

was. Futber never told me. Oh. can
lt bo posslble!"
Sbe swayed in ber saddle, and lf the

doctor had not caught her ahe would
have fallen to the ground. I could
hardly contaln myself. The news near¬

ly mnde me desperate. Tbls accounted
for everything. I was all wrong in my
conclualous. The doctor was, ufter all,
a good man, holding the secret of my
master'a life ln his possession and try-
lug bard to belp him.
"You must let uie give you some wa¬

ter, Miaa Belle," the doctor said as be
steadled ber ln the saddle. "Dismount
a momeat, and let me buthe your fore-
head."
"No, thank you, doctor. I will be all

right ln a moment. The suddennesa of
the news startled me,"
"I know lt, 1 know it and I was n

brute to tell you, I should have been
more tbought t'ul. I shall never forgive
myself. Rut, Miss Belle, believe me. l
thought you knew it all. He should
have told yon."
"No, no; 1 am glad he didn't How

could I have been the same to him?
How ean I in the future?"
She ahuddered and covered her face

with h*r hands.
"Dont go on so, my dear Miss Relle,"

tho doctor said in a low, wlnning voice.
"The** la hope for Charles yet. You

forgs* that 1 ntn rioae Itpotl the great
est dlaeoTery < f ihe ogpa lf lt buc

cceds, Clsirh-s wil! bv a new man, free
from all talnt of 1.,'irs.v."
"Bat you could n<5 BtB I

germe of the dvBiHaB* frwr his I
they nirr-ht ru t show itifmaehrts
him, but in future gt-<m-i-atleus they
wo-.ild come . -t."
"W*t can oi.ly hop; for the best" he

replsad. "Who can tell wbat medlcine

may not acconipliah? It haa done woo-
ders in the vrorid nlready. and tbena
are usw worlda tbat It is conqticfins
evsry d».\ \\> muat took forward.
hopofully for result* tbat it would ba
.larlug to j red let uow."

IIla words werv loteuded to be «_k

c-ottragii.g. but alie dld not raise her
bctid I'nni thv sllgbt ahuddcriitg «_
hor dk»li'-_iw body I knew thst ahe saa-
¦ebhtag.

"I>o i.ot ;. U'W to this weakness. BObb*

^".t

The &u*o had been engaged ln eonveroo>
tion.

i>elle," be added a moment later. *TI
tell you I will cure Charles, I can do
lt, and I will do lt If uot for bis aafcew
1 will do lt for yours.**
A faint smlle waa vlslble throngb

her tears as sbe looked at him and an¬
swered alowly:
"You are good, doctor, to sacrifice ao

much for either or both of us. Cure
bim by all means for his sake, not Car
mine. I could.no, I could never mar¬
ry bim; I would be afraid."
Agulu sbe ouvcred her face and aob-

bed.
"Not Lf I cured hlm entirelyT~ Tbe

asked ln a voice tbat had a curi
tenslon to lt. "Not lf I assured
posltively tbat the disease would never
ahow Itself while either of you llvedl*"
"No. no; I could not. It would be a i

sln, a crime. And yVt I loved hlm
I loved him, loved hlm!"
There was an awkwurd sllence.

tears stood in my own eyea, but
of the doctor were dry and cxultao.
The confesslon, I knew. pleased hlm.
These words from ber lips would gS~e
him the clear field. He could bonara-
bly try to win ber k>ve_ Witb Charlea
no longer u posslble rivul, what waa
there to prevent hlm from winning _

beautiful bride and a princely fortuoeT
A few momeuts later they gatbesrd

up their reins and rode away. Shewu
p.ile nnd lieautiful; be was strong and
robUBt.and cxultant.

[to bb c*o?«-_»tj__o.]

I.otrlcal.
Bridget.Oi can't .tay, ma'am, o_-

1<*«- ye givs me more wnges.
Mrs. iiirum Ofu-n Wiial! wby, yoTB

don't know lw>\\ te c<*a>k or alo liouso-
work at alL

Bridget That*! jlsl it, ma'am, an*
r<>t knowin* hoW, aura the wurk is all
the h.inlcr fa>r nic, ui:i;iin. Pailudel-
pliiu I'reas.

$»/*} Kntw B«-tt-r.
Madclitie 11. '.»

eat attention t«» bia wi*e'_ v*. i

Kdns But .*.' i n.iud. She
doei just ua- she pleaaea.
Madeline Rvea >¦<.. \ ou can't tcll-tts

that any vaoiiiuu vtou'.d be sati.l-.I witl-
such an arrs.igeni.ut ss tbat.. Brook*.
lyn l.ite.

v \iKaral QnaliBeatioa.
"What is your city noteai for?**
"Well, we have the taliest huilding-

in Uie country, tlie cleaneat streets
of uny city in the world, the biat
ktraet car service, ths most.**
"Oh. y**ol Hut what hava you that-

the other citie. havsn't ga»t?".Town.
Topics.

\ai Amntriira.
Summer Hotel Doctor . I hope

there v*ill be BO mistukes in ndini-h-*
iatering these inedieirea.
Serva-it.Have uo fear, doctor. X

am a piofeaaional aurse, and madam
ia a profeasionaJ invalid..N. Y.
Weekly.

A Kaoirrd KaerpClttn.
The little. busy bee ca*» forth
ln exultatlon Just.

He K»thera _v« tets tor all he's worth
A_,<-f-ar_ r.o rus_r trast.
-Waahington 8tar. i

WORTH TAKI.XQ.

**T>id you get any tlpa on th* racc»
this year?**

**Yres, I got one from the bosa thiav
morning.**
"Whit waa it?"
"He 6aid he'd flr* me if he eve*-

heard that I played them,**.Chicagst
American.

..

lVraiancnf.
Thi* stranga, eternal, crue" faet
Will stUck when aU af us ar* *tu>~

Thera's aiways one fly left ln th* roonv
No matter how many you kill.

.¦Jaflg*.
Good IUaion.

Wife.Well, the cook has gone, an*'
it's yonr faalt
Bnsband.Mine* Why?
"She said yon o'dn't treat her aajr>

better tlain yon treated me.**.N. "3L.
Sun. 4.

It WUl ShBtmlc
Cuatonver.But thia aoit ia

tlme* too big.
Eieheaatein.Oh, but mine

j"hu6t vait 'tii id rain*..Ohio
JournaL _

iHrc*.


